NO HELIPADs in TAKAE
Okinawa’s Yanbaru forest

Yanbaru: A Treasure House of Biological Diversity
Embracing 64,000 acres of mountain land in northern Okinawa, the Yanbaru forest is home
to 4000 species of wildlife - over 170 of which are categorized as threatened on the National
Red List. The Yanbaru provides Okinawa with the majority of its drinking water and many visitors
liken this subtropical forest to Costa Rica’s Monteverde or El Yunque of Puerto Rico. In order
to protect this ecological treasure house for future generations,
experts are currently campaigning for the Yanbaru to be
recognized as a UNESCO World Natural Heritage site.
The Yanbaru shelters 11 species of fauna found nowhere else
in the world. But there is one that is cherished the most - the
Noguchi Gera, or Okinawa Woodpecker. Designated a Special
Natural Monument in Japan - and the Prefectural bird of
Okinawa - today their population numbers less than 500. Such
is the feeling engendered by this unique bird that even the US
Marine Corps was moved to protect it when, in 1971, it cancelled
the live-ammunition exercises that it had been intending to
conduct in the Yanbaru.

“The Okinawa Woodpecker is an
international treasure as well as
an ecological and cultural icon for
Okinawans.” Peter Galvin, Center
for Biological Diversity.

Yanbaru: Jungle Warfare and the US Military
In 1957, the US military established the Northern Training Area
in the Yanbaru in order to prepare troops for jungle warfare
in Southeast Asia. For two generations, local villagers have endured the consequences of
living next to this sprawling military installation. In addition to the discovery of massive amounts
of abandoned ordnance near a dam in 2007 and recent revelations that Agent Orange was
used in the area, they are troubled by the overhead roar of helicopters and heavy military
traffic. This continual sense of danger has been punctuated by intermittent helicopter
accidents which, since the 1970s, have claimed the lives of at least 19 service members.

Believing that the Northern Training Area is an outdated anomaly of the Cold War era, residents
have been demanding its closure in order to return to a calm and quiet life. In 1996,
they thought their wish had come true…

Yanbaru: New Helipad Construction near Takae District
Under the 1996 Special Action Committee
agreement, Washington and Tokyo agreed to
revert 51% of the Northern Training Area to
civilian usage - but there was a catch. Before
the military agreed to the return, it wanted to
construct six new helicopter landing zones
on the outskirts of Takae district. Local
residents were alarmed by the plan to build
these helipads - each measuring 250-foot in
diameter - near their homes and a local
school.
On two separate occasions, they adopted
resolutions protesting construction of the
helipads. However their demands fell on deaf
ears and forced construction began in 2007.
For the past 5 years, residents have organized
a peaceful sit-in protest which the
Japanese government has tried to stop by
resorting to the unprecedented tactic of filing
civil suits against participants in the
protest.
However, Takae residents remain determined to protect their village - and their resolve has
been strengthened by new reports that V-22 Osprey will be deployed to the Yanbaru.

What we ask…
1. The immediate halt to the construction of new helipads near Takae.
2. The unconditional return of Northern Training Area land as specified by the
1996 SACO agreement - and the reversion of the entire installation within a
fixed time frame. The Northern Training Area is an expensive and outdated relic of
the Vietnam War era that serves no purpose in the US government’s vision of a “leaner”
military.
3. Assure residents that V-22 Ospreys will not be deployed in the Yanbaru or
anywhere else in Okinawa. We ask that the US government show the same fairness
to the people of Okinawa as it did to the residents of Brewton, Alabama, whose demands
for the removal of these thunderous aircraft were met by the US Air Force in 2011.

P rotect the treasure house of the Yanbaru forest.
P rotect people’s lives from further destruction.
Contact
No Helipad Takae Resident Society
info@nohelipadtakae.org
http://takae.ti-da.net/

Citizen’s Network for Biodiversity in
Okinawa
okinawabd@gmail.com
http://www.bd.libre-okinawa.com/

